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The PUBLIC 


fGEENSIBLE as the Tranſlator of this Work may be, that 
S <4 any recommendation of it, from himſelf, will come before 
Lou with an ill grace, yet he thinks it is incumbent on him 
to give a ſhort Account of the Nature and Deſign of it. 

at irſt then, it exhibits a compleat view of the Lives and 
ERS IS Actions of the Popes in their Temporal, as well as Eccle- 
EUR NESS faftical, capacities; and conſequently becomes a hiſtory of 
the Court, as well as of the Church, of Rome; the Hiſtory of a conſider- 
able country, but of a much more conſiderable ſeries of Princes. It ac- 
curately deſcribes the riſe of their ſpiritual authority, and the acquiſition of 
their temporal power; it diſplays their policy in conducting the one, and 
their craft in managing the other; exquiſite in both! And we dare ven- 
ture to affirm, that, ſuch as have any taſte for Hiſtory ; — any inclina- 
tion to underſtand the general ſtate of Europe for many Centuries paſt ; — 
or any deſire to conceive a perfect idea of the public tranſactions, the po- 
litical intereſts or intrigues, of the ſeveral powers in Chriſtendom, at any 
one period ſince the Pontificate of Gregory VII. will not find their time 
miſemployed in peruſing it. 


Secondly, if we conſider this Work in the light of an Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, we ſhall find it various and comprehenſive, conciſe and im- 
partial. The Pontificates in the dark ages of Chriſtianity, which, from 
the barrenneſs of events that have come to our knowledge, are gene- 
rally as well the drieſt ſubjects for an Author, as the moſt unintereſt- 


ng 


31 
ing to a Reader, are here treated of, though very briefly, in the only 
manner that can render them inſtructive: Many works ſuppoſed to have 
been the produce of thoſe times, are proved to be ſpurious, by evi- 
dent marks of forgery s others are aſſigned to their real authors, by 
Crit 


the juſt. rules of Criticiſm and Hiſtory ; and immenſe, heaps of learned 
rubbiſh are removed out of the way, that thoſe who are diſpoſed to 
acquire a competent knowledge of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, may neither 
be diverted nor diſcouraged in their purſuit of it, but will be directed 
and facilitated in this branch of learning, by impartial characters of the 
- ſeveral writers, who have treated of it, and critical obſervations upon 
' their works. Theſe volumes contain a fuccin& account of all the Coun- 
cils, of the moſt eminent Saints, Fathers, &c. of the riſe, progreſs and 
fate, of every ſe& and doctrine that has embroiled the Church, and 
of every cuſtom and ceremony that have diſguiſed it. They trace error 
to its ſource, penetrate into the dark receſſes of fraud, and reveal the 
ſolemn myſteries of ſuperſtition and impoſture. They ſhew us the pri- 
mitive profeſſors of Chriſtianity procuring reſpect to themſelves, and 
converts to their Religion, by the purity of their doctrine, the ſimpli- 
city of their manners, and the ſanctity of their lives, oppoling oe 
and humility to power and perſecution, with ſuperiority and ſucceſs; 
'but they ſhew us too, how their ſucceſſors have impiouſly perverted the 
pureſt inſtitutions to ſerve the purpoſes of ambition, avarice, and cru- 
elty ; to oppreſs the liberties, and engroſs the properties of mankind ;. 
and how they have found means to avate the guilt of perſecution 
itſelf, by directing it againſt their own brethren of the ſame faith.” 
As to the Popes in particular, our Author ſhews, I. That the Uni- 
verſal Juriſdiction, which they lay claim to, is abſolutely refuted by authen- 
tic facts. II. That their power over the Temporalities off Princes, is a 
moſt iniquitous uſurpation. III. That their Infallibity is chimerical. 
IV. That the faithful are not obliged to pay an nr, 4 obedience to the 
Popes, V. That the Popes are ſubject to Councils; and VI. That they 
did not formerly interfere in the affairs of other Biſhops, over whom 
they had no authority whatſoever. | 
As to the manner, in which our Author has executed his plan, we will 
preſent the Reader with a literal tranſlation of an authority, extracted from 
the Bibliotbeque Frangoiſe , which is as follows. 
A good Hiſtory of the Popes has long been wiſhed for; but ſo dif- 
& cult an undertaking has never yet been executed in ſuch a manner, as to 
«© become ſatisfactory to the Public, Some hiſtorians have treated the Popes 
© too favourably, or, through an exceſs of flattery, have commended 
« ations the moſt reprehenſible, have paſſed wicked men, at leaſt 
« ſuch as are void of all Chriſtian and moral virtues, for Saints, and 
« have undertaken to juſtify the chimerical pretenſions of the Tramon- 
„ tanes, by aſcribing to the Pontiffs of Rome a power and authority, 
which they never received from Jeſus Chriſt, whole Vicars they ſtile 


+ Vol. XVII. Part II. Art, 1. 
| se themſelves 


2 


— 


6 
4 
4 
N 
[ 
at 
1 

Y „ 

by 

#y 


(v] 
„ themſelves, Others have only ſtudied, to blacken the Popes, and laſh 
them with ſatire, unjuſtly confounding the good with the bad. The 
« Jaws of Hiſtory prohibit ſuch extremes on either fide ; its object is to re- 
« preſent men ſuch as they were,. and fidelity is, without doubt, the 
c rule which a writer ſhould propoſe to himſelf. The hiſtorian, who has 
<« lately given us Two Volumes of the Lives of the Popes *, appears to 


us equally valuable for the learned diſquiſitions he has made to come 


“ at truth, and his ſincerity in relating it.” [There follow near ſeventy 
pages, containing a very nice criticiſm upon the two firſt volumes, which. 
conchudes thus z} * What we have been ſaying is ſufficient to give a fa- 
« yourable idea of The Hiſtory of the Popes, and of the character of the 
« Author. It is ſo rare a thing to meet with truth in works of this kind, 
« the writers of which are generally influenced by a ſpirit of party, that 
« the Public ought to rejoice at finding it in a hiſtory, where ſincerity is 
„ no leſs conſpicuous than erudition, and the propriety of the re- 
e fleftions”, — After producing a teſtimony of ſuch weight, we ſhall 
only take notice, that no facts are advanced throughout this Work, but on 
the beſt authorities, which are always referred to. 

It till remains for the Tranſlator to give ſome account of his own un- 
dertaking. — His motives for it were, the advice of men of judgment, 
and the utility he imagined might accrue to his country, by rendering this 
Work familiar to his countrymen ; as he preſumed it might prove the 
means of ſecuring many from falling into the errors of Popery, that may 
be induced, not to fay allured, to read a hiſtory interſperſed with curious 
anecdotes, and juſt reflections; who would not eaſily be perſuaded, per- 
haps not thoroughly qualified, to follow feveral of our great authors, thro” 
a concatenation of fine arguments: — As he thought it might be of great 
uſe to many of the Romiſh Communion, who are ſeldom diſpoſed to rea- 
ſon on the ſubject of their Religion, otherwiſe than from authorities; and 


it cannot be doubted but that many of them will have the candour, as 


well as the eaſy opportunity, of looking into the diſcipline and inſtitu- 
tions of their Church, as ſet forth, not only Proteſtants, but by the 
ableſt writers of their own fide. He hoped likewiſe, that it would not 
prove unedifying, or unentertaining, to the more learned, whether in Ec- 
cleſiaſtical or General Hiſtory ; eſpecially as there is not a compleat, or 
even tolerable one of the kind beſides this; which, as being the beſt hiſtory 
of an European State, muſt be allowed to be a capital performance, and 
a very intereſting one, when we conſider what that State is. — And one 
great utility he propoſed was, that of introducing our ſtudents in Divinity 
to a readier and more familiar acquaintance with this kind of hiſtory, 
which, from the intricacy of the ſubject, as well as the prolixity or par- 
tiality of the writers, could not be obtained without a great expence of time 
and ſtudy, and has been often attempted with a conſiderable waſte of both. 


* Meaning the Two firſt Volumes of this Work ; which were publiſhed at the Hague 
in the year 3732. ; 
| As 


| [ vi ] 

As to the Tranſlation, he has endeavoured to give it the air of an 
Original, whilſt he has obſerved the ſtricteſt fidelity to his Author. He 
believes he has ſufficient knowledge of the language, not to miſtake the 
ſenſe of it: He is ſure he has honeſty enough not to pervert it. In ſhort, 
he has ſpared neither time nor care to make the author ſpeak as he thought, 
that is, like a good Engliſhman. _ . 

The references he has collated, and, where neceſſary, corrected, 

The notes, which he has added, are diftinguiſhed by aſteriſms. He has 
not induftriouſly ſought occaſions - of multiplying them: ſometimes they 
ſeemed neceſſary by way of illuſtration, or criticiſm. They conſiſt of ſhort 
extracts from the moſt approved writers, and ſuch conciſe reaſonings as 
appeared to be appoſite; and it is hoped, upon the whole, are ſuch as 
will not fink the value of the Tranſlation below that of the Original. 

Thus much he thought neceſſary, in order to give ſome idea of the 
Work ; but the merits of it muſt be determined from the performance 
itſelf, which will ſhortly be ſubmitted to the Public, in that confidence, 
which always attends the conſciouſneſs of an attempt to ſerve them; and 
that ſatisfaction, which muſt accompany every act, that is calculated to 
advance Truth, and promote uſeful Knowledge. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


The Tranſlator was upon the point of ſending the foregoing to the 
Preſs, when it was ſtrongly inſiſted on, that ſome notice muſt be taken of 
the Author; which indeed had been done in its proper place, but that, 
out of reſpect to the Public, he was determined to be ſilent on that head, 
till he ſhould be in poſſeſſion of ſuch authentic vouchers, as he has aſ- 
ſurances of receiving from abroad. However, it was not thought proper 
to defer the publication of ſo uſeful a Work, as the preſent is, for want 
of ſuch lights, as had not the leaſt tendency to 'improve the mind or 
morals of the Reader, but were merely matters of curiofity. The Tranſ- 
lator therefore, for the preſent, will only obſerve, that the Author evi- 
dently appears to have been a Janſeniſt, from pag. 166. Vol, I. where he 
takes particular care to let us know, that, notwithſtanding his animadver- 
ſions upon the treatiſe de Naturd & Gratid, which he calls the buckler of 
Janſeniſm, he is not the leſs a Janſeniſt, but one, from different principles 
than what are therein contained. We will produce the paſſage, becauſe it 
has been ſo ſtrangely miſtaken, as to occaſion concluſions to be drawn 
directly contrary to the ſenſe of it. Thoſe who may be ſurpriſed to hear 
« me talk at this rate, and who know that the world does me the honour 
„ to reckon. me a Janſeniſt, will ceaſe to wonder when they ſhall find, in 
<< the life of Clement XI. that if I reject the Bull Vuigenitus, if I look upon 
« jt with horror and indignation, it is for very different reaſons from thoſe, 
e that have been hitherto aſſigned.” Notwithſtanding this, and that the 
ſingular number is made uſe of throughout the Work, (as is common in 
+ | "T7 
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many that are the Joint produce of ſeveral hands,) we agree in the general 
opinion, and by far the moſt prevailing one abroad, that this was com- 
piled by &@ ſociety of the Fanſeniſts in France, who induſtriouſly concealed their 
names, leſt they might become obnoxious to the mercileſs hand of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical power, in that country. Theſe Gentlemen, actuated ſolely: by a 
zeal for the cauſe of Religion, and the ſervice of mankind, would not 
ſuffer this their anonymous offspring to periſh, becauſe, for that reaſon, 
they could derive no credit from it, but poſſibly might, as is commonly 
imagined, entruſt the care of it's production to one Mr. Brueys, who at 
that time reſided at the Hague; and from hence a notion very 8 
took its riſe, that he was not only the Editor of the Work, but likewiſe 
the Author, as no other perſon appeared to have any concern in it. 
The reaſons that have induced ſome Jeſuits in France to propagate this 
opinion, may eaſily be gueſſed; they found it not for their intereſt to 
meddle with the Work itſelf; it was fraught with ſtubborn truths; it 
abounded with authorities, to which they had often appealed; their own 
arms were turned againſt them; Mr. Brueys was dead, and could not 
anſwer for himſelf, the real authors dared not: his character therefore 
was firſt to be traduced, and then he was to be ſet up for the Author; 
and by the help of a ſmall jeſuitical inverſion of common ſenſe, we were 
to condemn the Work upon account of the Author, that is, to judge of 
the fruit by the tree. | 

Though the Tranſlator is not yet able to name, with eertainty, the very 
perſons to whom the world is indebted for this Hiſtory, he thinks it can- 
not be with juſtice aſcribed to Mr. Brueys, who was born in the year 1708, 
and the Work appeared compleat in 1734. when, conſequently, he was but 
twenty-ſix years old; an age, at which it can hardly be imagined he could 
have amaſſed ſuch a variety of knowledge, digeſted it ſo maturely, and 
reduced it into ſo clear and regular a ſyſtem ; much leſs ſtill, if we conſi- 
der his diſſipations, and avocations from purſuing the neceſſary ſtudies for 
fuch a taſk, for he ſet out upon his travels in 1727. (being in his 19th. 
year,) to Geneva firſt, and afterwards to Holland, where he was employed 
upon a periodical work, under the title of Critique defintereſſte des Fournaux 
Litteraires, et des Ouvrages des Sgavans, publiſhed at the Hague in 1730. 
in which year he was alſo in London, and the impreſſion of this Hiſtory 
was begun before April 1731. What makes it ſtill clearer, that Brueys: 
was not the Author of this Work, is a paſſage in the Work itſelf (Vol. I. 
5. 224. of the original, and in the beginning of our third Number) where 

e himſelf is taken notice of, at the end of an obſervation upon the in- 
temperate zeal of new converts, in theſe words, viz. * The conduct of 
„ Brueys, and Peliſſon, juſtifies what I advance, and it would be to. na 


'* purpoſe to produce farther proofs of it.” 


CONDITIO N S. 


. HIS Work will be Wurd on the ſame 28 and Paper : as-theſe 
. Propoſals; and the whole will be "EL in Five Volumes 
Quarto, as in the Original. | 


II. Each Volome will make about Six Wandel one of which Ts; 

- Thirteen Sheets ſewed in blue Paper, will be *** every Month 
at the Price of Two Shillings and Six-pence. 

U. The firſt Number will be publiſhed on the T wenty- fifth, of March 
next, and the ſucceeding N ers will be continued * until the 
whole i is finiſhed. r 
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FVolame are here ſpecified: - : 
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F vol; . — Sr. PeTER, JS% fLeo III. C. Pope. - - A. D. 816. 
II. ['s | STzeemen V. g Lvcivs II. CLXXII. Pope - - - 1145. 

HI. S2 J Evcexe Tl. 388 ALEXANDER V. CCXII. Pope - 1410. 

IV. [3 Jon XXIII. 28 bios IV. COXXXIIL Pope - - 1565. 

V. 488 Pros V. Si Bzurpier XIII. CCLIV. Fope 1730. 


v. Such perſons as are ;ndlined to encourage this Work, are deſired to ſend 
in their Names and Places of Abode, to either of the Bookſellers -men- 
- tioned in the Title, and the N umbers will be 9 left at their 
Houſes as ſoon as they are publiſhed. 


N. B. The Title Page, with a beautiful Engraving by Mr. Ravener, will 
32 5 te ver with the laſt Number of the. Firſt . | 
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